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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE
BY ABDOOL RAZAAK HASSIM

I am writing this message at a very difficult and challenging time facing our Community, our
Ummah, our Country and the World. The Corona Covid 19 Pandemic, conditions and trials are
ordained by Allah Taala and we beseech Him to make this test pass swiftly.
Following the Government instructions on Lockdown – our Imaam’s and the GMA Executive have
been guided by the recommendation issued by Jamiatul Ulama and the Islamic Medical
Association in adhering to legal requirements. The masjid will remain closed until any change in
the Lockdown situation. We will notify you accordingly.
Our primary objective has been to safeguard our Community and we pray to the Almighty to help
us through this process
Ramadhan is upon us once again and we have the perfect opportunity to seek forgiveness,
reaffirm our deen and value systems, and implore Allah’s help.
Alhamdulillah, our community continues to grow with new families moving into the area every
month; this can be seen from the new faces at the Masjid. We welcome our new residents and
urge you to make yourself known to anyone from the GMA Management Team if we can assist in
any way.
With the grace of Almighty we are grateful to see new Islamic facilities being developed in the
surrounding areas: The Roosevelt Park Masjid is currently under construction, and the Westcliff
Muslim Association have secured a property with the intention to start a Musallah; they are
currently going through the approval process.
We are glad to advise you that the GMA has been able to secure the property opposite the
mosque – the house at the corner of Barry Herzog and Ingalele – we are currently going through
the transfer process. Strategically this is a very important acquisition for the Association and has
(continued on Page 2)
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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE (continued)
been quite a challenge to secure, we would like to thank all the parties who were involved in securing
this property – May Allah reward you. This property will enable GMA to develop the precinct around
the Mosque with additional facilities required for the community.
Our Financial position was healthy with continued regular contributions from the community, despite
challenging economic times – the key to this has been everybody making regular contributions, be it
through Jummah collection, debit orders, direct transfers or giving your contribution to any of the
Imams and GMA Management Team Members.
We have been very fortunate to have built a strong financial base over the years. Please note that our
situation is different from what it was in the past. Having to pay for the Roosevelt Masjid and the new
house, our reserves will be depleted. Income earned from these capital amounts that were invested
assisted in paying for some of our increases in cost; this will no longer be available. Over R450K was
earned from these investments in the last audited financial statements. A humble appeal is now made
to existing contributors to review their contribution and new residents to make regular monthly
commitments. It now becomes essential to rebuild our reserves to cater for an increase in cost and
future Capital Projects, especially developing properties opposite the mosque Insha Allah.
With the current Lockdown, we urge you to make your contribution via EFT. Kindly note the respective
Bank Accounts in this Newsletter. We have recently introduced a new Account specifically for
charitable activities and have had a very successful Hamper collection during this lockdown period.
Our Masjid is now into its 14th year and there is a need to do extensive repairs and maintenance on
an ongoing basis. The cost of maintenance is increasing every year. The budgeted cost this year is
estimated at R2 Million per annum.
Our Madressah performed well last year with good results. Efforts are made to improve the facility on
an ongoing basis. Budgeted costs this year are estimated at R2.2 Million per annum, the bulk of which
will be recoverable from fees. We would like to thank Ml Amien Ravat for his contribution to the
Madressah for the last 12 years and Insha Allah wish him all the best in his new endeavours. Ml Ravat
continues his duties as our Imam.
The Greenside Muslim Woman's Group is very active in a variety of activities and continues to do very
good work in assisting the community.
I would like to thank our Imams, Ml Burhan and Ml Ravat, our Madressah Principal, Ml Vaid and his
staff, the Masjid and Security staff, the GMWG ladies, the GMA Executive and Management Team in
all their respective portfolios and members of the community who assist us from time to time, for their
commitment and dedication in serving the community. May Allah reward you all for your good efforts.
We wish all our residents a blessed Ramadhan and humbly request that you forgive us for our
shortcomings. Be safe during this lockdown period and use your time effectively in Ibadaat, and kindly
remember us in your duas. Jazakallah
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FINANCIAL REPORT
BY IMRAAN PATEL

Total running cost for Masjid Rahmah for 2019: R2 000 000
The following are some of the key costs:
Maintenance Cost: R250 000 (Up from R170 000 in 2018)
Security: R250 000 (now have permanent guard)
Municipal Payments (mainly water): R500 000
Salaries: R900 000
Other: R100 000

BANKING DETAILS:
GMA Main Account
(Masjid/Madressa/Building - lillah only)
Greenside Muslim Association
Bank Acc No: 503 100 904 99
First National Bank – Fordsburg Branch
Code: 25 06 55

Roosevelt Building Project Account
(lillah only)
Greenside Muslim Association Bank Acc
No: 622 800 580 93
Fordsburg Branch
Code: 25 06 55

In your reference, kindly note the purpose of your contribution.
Click here to complete your Debit Order Form.
GMA does not have the facility to distribute Zakaah

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHARITY
BY MISSION OF MERCY

Mission of Mercy, a registered NPO & PBO, was established by brothers and sisters from Greenside and
surrounds in 2010 with support from the GMA. Their core activities include soup kitchens, skills
development, dawah and the running of a musallah and madrassah in Albertville. Their activities during
the lockdown period included distribution of 1000 food hampers, regular supply of bread and production of
masks from their sewing academy. Alhumdulillah, support from the local community over the
years has been amazing. They appeal once again to the community for funds for more
hampers during Ramadaan and their winter blanket campaign.
For further information, contact Mohammed Docrat - 082 562 5530 or Abu Ramjan - 084 202 2200
Banking details:
Mission of Mercy Trust
Standard bank – 202283666
Please specify Lillah/Zakaat/Sadaqah/Interest
Tax certificates issued on request (except for Zakaat)
New volunteers are most welcome

“Those who spend their wealth [in Allah’s cause] by night and day, in secret and in public, they shall have
their reward with Allah. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve” (Q: 2, 274)
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RAMADHAN THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY
BY MOULANA BURHAAN MIA

The great month of mercy, forgiveness, salvation, and blessings is on our doorstep. Value every
precious second of it like you would an esteemed guest, whose stay is short.
The main objective of fasting in Ramadhaan is to inculcate Taqwa, which is ALLAH-consciousness,
piety and importantly, abstaining from sin. Our beloved Nabi sallallahu alahi wa sallam encouraged
refraining from sin by saying: "Fasting is a protective shield." Refraining from sin will lead to fasting
being a protective shield against the fire of Jahannam. While in lockdown, we should be especially
careful of the sins of the tongue and haraam temptations through cell phones and social media. Just
as we stay away from halal food and drink during fast, all limbs fast by refraining from sin. In the
present circumstances, we should resort to crying over our sins, istigfaar, and repentance. ALLAH
TA'ALA SAYS: "ALLAH will not punish them as long as they are seeking forgiveness." (8:33)
Many of us have more free time available than usual. Seize the opportunity by following a routine and
occupying ourselves with the following: Recitation of Quraan Kareem, Durood Shareef, exercising
patience, being compassionate to others, feeding the destitute, abundant zikr and dua, contemplating
death and the Hereafter, and bringing alive the sunnats of our Beloved Nabi sallallahu alahi wa
sallam.
We should sincerely yearn for and shed tears in dua that ALLAH TA'ALA grants us the honour of
going to the Masjid again.

TARAWEEH
Due to the first week of Ramadhaan being in lockdown, our esteemed Ulema and Huffaz would be
performing Taraweeh in their homes with their families. Residents in whose homes there is no Haafiz
should keep alive at least the sunnat of twenty rakats Taraweeh with whatever portion of the Quraan
they know. If there are any relaxations to the lockdown regulations from the 1st of May, directives will
be communicated, in accordance with the law.

PROGRAMMES (online and voice-notes)
Ml M.A Ravat: Advices to remain focused
Ml Burhaan Mia:
1) Lessons from the Quraan that would be read in Taraweeh & significance of Ramadan
2) Recitation of the Juz (Para) that will be read in Taraweeh, which residents can follow during the
day while looking into the Quraan, thereby listen to an entire Khatam
Link - https://www.masjidurrahmah.org.za/site/talks/

FOOD HAMPERS (GMA COVID19 PROJECT)
“SADAQAH COOLS THE ANGER OF ALLAH TA’ALA”
Jazakumullahu Khairan to the community for the generous donations. Approximately 500 hampers
will be distributed to needy communities with the kind assistance of the Mission of Mercy and local
representatives on the ground. With the dire hunger situation in our country, community members are
encouraged to contribute towards reliable individuals and organizations that are reaching out to the
needy. In sha ALLAH to all the above.
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RADHA BIL QADHAA
BY PRINCIPAL, A.K VAID & THE ASAATIZAH

Assalamu’alaikum Respected Parents
All praises are due to Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta’aala & torrential salutations upon our Habeeb
(salallahu alayhi wa salam).
Madrassah Matters:
A) Unfortunately, normal taleem in the classroom is suspended until directions are received from the
authorities to resume, a great bounty of Allah Ta'aala to be acknowledged and valued by all of us.
Many things in life are simply assumed, until we are deprived of that particular ne’mat(bounty). In
this lies a great lesson for mankind. May Allah Ta'aala open our eyes, bless us with gratitude &
appreciation to HIS innumerable bounties, Aameen.
B) Alhamdulillah interactive teaching via multiple apps has commenced since the beginning of April
2020, of which you are well aware. On a personal level, I commend and extol our Asaatizah (teachers)
for the manner in which they have portrayed and elucidated their lessons. It is remarkable!
C) We are aware of the ongoing proposal by the Department of Education regarding resumption of
classes. Therefore after consultation with the Executive and Madrassah Committee Members, detailed
information will be extended to you timeously, Insha’Allah.
D) As a precaution, Friday assembly has been suspended; instead the same advice will be extended
to the learners via their class teachers on a unified basis.
E) Extra murals regarding outside activities: We humbly request that parents take a precautionary
stand on this matter.
F) Parents meeting: will be initiated once we resume & return to normality, Insha’Allah.
G)After perusing through the weekly planners and new work projection tables forwarded to me, it is
pleasing to know that we are “on par” with the required syllabus in the 4 oral subjects & to a large
extent in the others as well. Any shortfall will be attended to upon resumption.
OH YOU WHO BELIEVE, BE PLEASED WITH THE DECREE OF ALLAH is the meaning of
‘’Radhaa bil qadha.’’This is the approach that Muslim’s should adopt in all conditions, be it favorable or
not. THE WISDOM OF ALLAH, NONE will ever understand. Therefore NEVER question HIS wisdom,
instead accept HIS planning, for in that lies HIS pleasure & our salvation.
RAMADHAAN 1441 :A HISTORIC ONE
Below are some Ahaadith that substantiate our humble advices that follow regarding Ramadhaan.
Nabi (salallahu alayhi wa salam) said:
1) “Those who stay at home to protect themselves & others are under the protection of Allah.” Musnad
Ahmed
2) “The entire earth has been made a masjid except graveyards & bathrooms.” Tirmidhi
3)”There is no disease that Allah sent without sending for it a cure.”Bukhari
4) ‘Cleanliness is half of faith (Imaan).”
OH RAMADHAAN OF YESTERDAY, HOW WE MISS YOU!
BEHOLD RAMADHAAN 1441, WE EAGERLY AWAIT YOUR HONOURED PRESENCE.

(continued on Page 6)
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RADHA BIL QADHAA (CONT)
BY PRINCIPAL, A.K VAID & THE ASAATIZAH

Simple Guidelines:
a) Even though we will miss the masjid atmosphere, we should endeavor to create the same in our homes.
b) Fasting as usual. Encourage the younger ones (non baaligh) children to fast as well.
c) Taraaweeh Recommendations:
1) 20 rakaats taraaweeh salaah at home, if possible with jamaat & women folk may join within shar’ee rules.
2) Homes with huffaaz should commence with khatam of Quraan-e-Karem until Masaajid become open.
3) A challenge to those homes wherein there are baaligh boys & men. Alternate 10 rakaats from Surah Duhaa
to Humazah,if desired omitting Surahs Alaq and Bayyinah = 10 Surahs & culminating with Surah Feel to Naas
for the balance of the 10.
4) Inspirational kitaab reading, thereafter a family collective du’ah. Imagine the spiritual bonding & how it will
attain Allah’s pleasure.
Oh our beloved ALLAH, forgive us, our parents & families & the entire Ummah of Nabi(salallahu
alayhi wa salam).Bless us with the full reward of our actions & acceptance of all our deeds. Oh Allah,
we beg for your Aafiyah, alleviation of our sufferings, Masaajids to reopen, Madrassah taleem to
resume, a blessful, spiritual Ramadhaan.
Oh Allah, we are weak, do not test us with such a trial that we cannot tolerate & return us to a ‘’non
sinning- lesson learnt”, changed for the better normality.
Oh Allah, through the intercession of your Habeeb (salallahu alayhi wa salam), our innocent children
& our frail elderly, accept our du’ah. Aameen

ROOSEVELT MASJID UPDATE
BY ROOSEVELT MASJID COMMITTEE

“And Allah Ta’ala is the best of planners” (Surah Aal-e-Imraan)
Alhumdullilah with the mercy of Allah Ta’ala, the Roosevelt Masjid project had commenced with
construction from March 2019. Currently, the project is entering the last phase of external construction
which includes the following strategic areas:
1. Masjid and courtyard area
2. Roofing (slabs) and dome
3. Madrassah classrooms
4. Wudhu khana
5. Ladies facilities and kitchen area
6. Minaret
We had envisaged the completion of the project by the last quarter of 2020. However, as we are all
aware, due to the current lockdown restrictions, construction had to be halted. Therefore is a significant
delay in the construction process. The committee of Roosevelt Park Masjid are pleased with the progress
of all contractors working timeously thus far, to ensure the Masjid is up and running by the first quarter of
2021 InshaAllah. We would like to place on record our sincere thanks & appreciation to Moulana Doctor
Muhammad Laher & his family who have provided their garage as a facility for salaah to continue while
the Masjid is under construction. May Allah Ta’ala reward them abundantly. May Allah Ta'ala make the
project a success, a beacon of light for our community & a means of guidance for the entire world at
large. Keep making Du’a for the success of the project. May Allah keep one & all safe during these
challenging times & may He alleviate the difficulties of the Ummah. Please remember the less fortunate
and our neighbours, and assist them as this is a potent form of Da’wah. Let us engage in abundant
Istighfaar, Du’a, Durood, Sadaqah etc. through which Allah Ta’ala will alleviate all difficulties Insha-Allah.
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CHANGING PERSPECTIVES ACROSS TIME AND TECH
BY FAIZEL KATKODIA

Profound changes have occurred for Humankind across time, often due to amazing phenomena.
Today it may be C-19 and the Digital-Enablement it has fast-tracked. In the last few centuries it was,
electrical-energy and mechanised vehicles. Prior to that it was the amazing years of enlightenment
that Islam brought to the world. Even more amazing was the presence of inspired and Divinely
empowered Messengers, which we (in our age) unfortunately can only read about.
For each amazing phenomenon a transformation took place, just as we are witnessing today - in front
of our very own eyes - a microscopic health risk which is testing the very core of our belief and
practices. Masajeeds which we love so much to visit and pray in, are closed. Ramadhan
congregational reading of the Quraan which we so looked up to, after a day of fasting, is now going to
be done at homes. Perhaps in these testing times there are blessings too? We can read and
understand the Quran with our families (with authentic tafseer), connect and understand things better.
Thanks to the advancement of Digital technologies, many of us are continuing to connect, even
though not in the luxury of the physical ease of personal social contact, which we had only a month
ago. So many of us are working & schooling from home, taking more time to listen to the Quran,
bayaans, talks and presentations – which prompt our thinking, reflecting and pushes us to achieving
greater goodness. So much of this is enabled by digitally organised forums and communications –
such as Zoom and Teams. It is heartening to see so many ‘Ulema and Activists for good – in our
communities – coming together and achieving their goals, despite the lockdown and the virus. This is
ultimately what our Loving Creator wants us to achieve - doing right, despite the test, with sabr and
hiqmah. May all the efforts be accepted and our weaknesses be overcome, as we strive on this Earth,
in our constant state of returning to The One we belong to: Ar-Rahman, Allah, The Loving, The
Eternal.
Quran Commands in 3:200
O You with imaan (belief), endure patiently (isbiru) and be steadfast (sabiru) and be ever ready
(rabitu) and be aware/conscious of Allah (taqwa) – so that you may be successful.

Page 8

A TIME FOR REFLECTION
BY NABEELAH HASSAN

When looking back at some of the most prominent personalities in the history of Islam and thinking
about their achievements and contributions to Islam and the world, we often tend to view them as
having lived long lives due to their achievements and legacies. However, this was not the case, for
example, Imam Ash-Shafi’ee and Salahuddin al-Ayyubi both passed away while they were in their
fifties. When we reflect on their lives, it is clear that their achievements stemmed from sincerity,
knowledge, selflessness, a clear vision, dedication, consistent action and perseverance. They
allowed neither time nor any barriers that they faced to limit themselves from realising their true
potential.
As Muslims, it is not only important for us to reflect on the lives of the great people from our past, but
it is imperative for us to look within ourselves and develop a framework for achieving the best legacy
possible. We live in a world where the focus has shifted from one of quality to one of quantity, yet our
Islamic ethos should make us stand firm in choosing quality over quantity. This applies to every area
of our lives – personal, spiritual, familial and societal.
Ramadan is the season to renew our faith, strengthen our connection with the Quran, focus our
hearts on achieving our true purpose, and boost our productivity in every aspect of our lives. If we
have neglected to fulfill our duties or maximise our potential in achieving excellence as Muslims
on an individual and community level, then the blessed month of Ramadan is a great opportunity to
commence our journey.
As we enter Ramadan in lockdown, we have been given a unique opportunity to truly get to know
ourselves. Physically, we are confined within our homes, but the restrictions placed on our movement
have opened the doors of freedom for our hearts and minds. We have been given an opportunity to
move away from living our lives on auto-pilot and to truly focus on our inner world.If we use this time
for personal reflection, trying to understand ourselves, dealing with our emotions constructively,
cleansing our hearts and minds, and then focusing on understanding and trusting Allah, we are likely
to be inspired to make the internal changes that we require. Once internal, personal understanding
and inner transformation occurs, it will be easier for us to develop a clearer vision in terms of what our
focus in the various areas of our lives should be and in creating goals that focus on
quality.
May each of us make use of this unique Ramadan ahead of us to understand and develop ourselves
mentally, emotionally, and spiritually, enabling us to reframe our goals for achieving the best legacy
possible.

"And when My slave asks you concerning Me, verily I am near..." (Q:2:186)
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COVID-19 GUIDELINES
BY ISLAMIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

COVID-19 is caused by a virus which is related to previous viruses which cause mild colds or chest
infection. The new Coronavirus is dangerous because our immune systems have not seen it before.
The majority of people exposed will have only mild disease or no symptoms and will get better. About
10% will get seriously ill and some will pass away. If large numbers of people get sick at the same time,
hospitals will not have the ability to accommodate them. This could worsen the outcomes. The
lockdown and other mitigation factors are designed to slow down the spread so hospitals can cope.
They also buy time for new treatments and for a possible vaccine to be developed. It is likely that our
lives will not be able to return to normal for a long time.
On 9 April 2020, the President announced an extension of the lockdown to 30 April 2020, which means
that this lockdown will coincide with the first few days of Ramadaan. The masjid forms a central focus
of the life of all Muslims, especially so during the month of Ramadaan. The current regulations do not
permit us to gather for congregational activities and therefore we are compelled to adhere to the
regulations currently gazetted.
The number of new confirmed cases of Corona virus and its associated mortality continue to increase
daily in South Africa. Expert opinion indicates that in South Africa we have not yet reached our peak. It
is therefore important to re-iterate the preventive measures to reduce personal risk:
1. Physical distancing:
a. Avoid leaving the home unless it is absolutely necessary
b. Avoid attending social gatherings. If attending these gathering are absolutely necessary, then they
should be of the shortest duration and with a minimal amount of people
c. Strictly maintain a distance of at least one ( preferably two) metres between people at all times
2. Wear a face mask (cloth mask) when in public
3. Hand hygiene:
Wash hands regularly with soap and water or use a hand sanitiser with minimum of 60% alcohol base
4. Frequently clean touched objects such as door knobs, light switches and stair railing with normal
household detergents
5. If one sneezes or coughs, use a disposable tissue or cough into your sleeve
The various Ulema bodies have issued guidance on performing Taraweeh salaah within the confines of
our homes. This should be performed in small congregation with one’s household members only
(Please do not call members of other households as this increases risk).
No studies of fasting and the risk of COVID-19 infection are available. Healthy people should be able to
continue fasting as in previous years. People with multiple co-morbidities must consult their medical
practitioners to evaluate their risk, as they would normally do. It is our fervent desire that everything
returns to “normal," however, given the enormous challenge we are facing, it will have to be a “new
normal”. It is our intention to make this transition to “normality” as safe as possible for our congregants,
the communities we live in and the country to whom we all have a responsibility.
With respect to the future, we need to adhere to the regulations as amended, whether the lockdown persists, or is lifted partially or fully. Government has indicated that a staged, gradual
relaxation of lockdown is the likely mechanism. Irrespective of the relaxation of lockdown and
consequent regulations, health professionals express extreme concern regarding the impact of
the exponential increase in the infection rate and local spread within communities and our
homes. The measures we will recommend will take into account the extreme caution needed in
this instance, knowing that non-compliance will result in fathers and brothers exposing their
wives, sisters, daughters as well as the elderly.
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RAMADHAN TIMETABLE 1441 / 2020
Please note that the masjid remains closed during Ramadan due to
the lockdown. If there are any relaxations to the lockdown regulations
from the 1st May, directives will be communicated.
Important dates to note (subject to moon sighting):
Friday 24 April - First Taraweeh after Esha (at home)
Saturday 25 April - First fast
Sunday 24 May - Eid-ul-Fitr

GMA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The GMA wishes you and your families a
beautiful Ramadhan

